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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
A Response to the Review by Victor J. Katz
(Historia Mathematica 24 (1997), 445–452) of
Ivor Grattan-Guinness, Ed., Companion Encyclopedia of the
History and Philosophy of the Mathematical Sciences
I have seen the review by Victor Katz of my Companion Encyclopedia of the
History and Philosophy of the Mathematical Sciences. I am not concerned here with
his assessment of individual articles, but with his general appraisals of the book.
Its main purpose was actually to convey the great range of mathematics, with
many articles on topics and periods that are usually completely ignored in historical
literature. This is a requisite and desired feature of all the single-discipline encyclo-
paedias Routledge produces, and, in the context of this Companion, it produces a
picture different from the usual ones conveyed by histories. Another major feature
is the bibliography attached to each inevitably short article; these were not men-
tioned in the review at all and are meant to provide an entre´e into the literature.
The book was only intended as an educational aid as and where it could be so
used by teacher or student. Katz correctly states the two purposes of the book in
his second paragraph, but thereafter he seems to have taken the secondary one to
be primary and so misjudges the purpose of the book throughout the review. An
encyclopaedia with fewer and meatier articles on the major topics in the history of
mathematics would not have fulfilled the primary intended purpose.
Ivor Grattan-Guinness
Middlesex University at Enfield
Middlesex EN3 4SF
England
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